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EXPERIMENTAL RELIGION. 


1 Jonn v. 10.—He that believeth on the Son of God hath the 
witness in himself. 


THERE are many evidences to establish the truth of the Chris- 
tian religion, We have the evidence of its first witnesses, who 
have declared unto us what they have seen and heard, and whose 
credibility is established by history. The supernatural occur- 
rences, which have attended the establishment and propagation 
of our religion, are demonstrations of its truth and reality. The 
fact, that it has existed so long in the world, and survived every 
attempt to destroy it, is a strong evidence in its favor. Its in- 
trinsic purity, and powerful efficacy exhibit another convincing 
testimony of its divine authority. All these considerations, with 
many more that might be mentioned, go to establish the truth of 
our holy religion. 


But the best evidence which a man can have on this subject 
is his own experience. Of this evidence, the apostle speaks in 
the text, “ He that believeth on the Son of God hath the witness 
in himself.” From this declaration of the inspired apostle, it 
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appears, that in his view there is something peculiar in the char- 
acter and qualifications of a believer, in relation to this subject, 
which it is important for us to consider. Before we proceed any 
farther, therefore, in this discussion, we shall endeavor to ex- 
plain some of the distinguishing characteristics of the true be- 
liever.— What then is a believer? 


' Abeliever is one whose understanding has been enlightened 
by the Word of God. The Word of God is a light which shineth 
in a dark place, and although the darkness frequently compre- 
hendeth it not, it has an enlightening influence on the minds of 
all who follow its direction. It is a powerful instrument, which 
the Holy Spirit uses, to produce deep and lasting impressions on 
the human understanding and heart. It was given by the inspi- 
ration of the Almighty, for our instruction in righteousness, and 
is able to make us wise unto salvation. And wherever the Word 
of God is faithfully preached, and diligently heard, it is made to 
produce these effects. It has a wonderful efficacy in leading men 
out of darkness, and bringing them to the light. This the believer 
has experienced. His understanding has been enlightened by the 
Word of God. It has produced an astonishing change in his 
mind. Once he was entirely ignorant of its truths, he refused 
either to read or hear it, because he was prejudiced against it, he 
was blind to its beautiful simplicity, and had no taste for its inter- 
‘esting descriptions. But since he has carefully read and seriously 
meditated upon it, all this ignorance and blindness has been 
removed, these prejudices have vanished from his mind, and he 
can now clearly see his folly and wickedness, in neglecting it so 
long. He has discovered many truths in the Bible, of which he 
was formerly entirely ignorant, or had a very imperfect idea. He 
has discovered that he is a sinner, who has broken God’s law, 
and deserves its punishment. He has seen his danger and felt 
his guilt and misery under the dominion of sin, and the influence 
of an evil and corrupt nature. He has viewed himself as ex- 
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tremely odious in the sight of God. He has been taught to 
realize his hopeless and miserable condition under the curse of 
the law and the sentence of God’s wrath. And having viewed 
himself as a guilty, condemned, and perishing sinner, he has 
cried to.God for mercy. He has found also, that there is sal- 
vation for sinners—that Jesus Christ, the eternal Son of God, 
has redeemed them by his blood, and that he is willing and able 
to save them to the uttermost—he has hearkened to the voice of 
the Son of God, and in accepting the offer of his salvation, he has 
learned from his own experience, that sinners who apply to this 
all-sufficient Savior, according to the terms and conditions of his 
gospel covenant, can be washed from all their uncleanness, 
pardoned of all their sins, and saved from all their guilt and 
misery. He is convinced that the plan of salvation which the 
gospel proposes, however mysterious and incomprehensible it 
may appear to many, who have never entered into it, is the most 
perfect system which Infinite Wisdom could have devised for the 
salvation of sinners and the glory of God. 


These discoveries of divine truth have produced a most salu- 
tary effect on his mind—he has become deeply interested in the 
study of the Holy Scriptures—he loves the Word of God—he 
diligently reads, and earnestly prays, that he may understand it. 
Whenever he reads, he finds something new, and every newdis- 
covery renders him still more anxious to advance in religious 
knowledge and experience. He seeks to improve every oppor- 
tunity of becoming more enlightened in the truths of God’s holy 
word,—he faithfully attends the preaching of the gospel, he 
hears the word, and seriously and devoutly meditates upon what 
he hears. ll his difficulties in the way of a regular attendance 
on the duties of the sanctuary are now removed—he diligently 
visits the house of God—participates in our devotional exercises, 
and listens to our discourses, that he may be instructed in right- 
eousness and grow in grace. He who is thus enlightened by the 
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word of God, and sincerely desirous of profiting by the means of 
grace which he possesses, will continually advance in the way 
of salvation. He knows the truth, and the truth has made him 
free. A flood of spiritual light has entered his mind, and under 
the influence of this light he has come out of darkness, his eyes 
have been opened, he sees his past folly and wickedness, he has 
renounced his former errors, and embraced the truth: he now 
follows the light—he looks to Jesus, the author and finisher of 
his faith, to lead him in the way of eternal life, and having fixed 
his eye on the glorious prize of his high calling, he goes on re- 
joicing in his way, and glorifying God, who hath called him out 
of darkness into marvellous light. 


Another distinguishing characteristic of the true believer is, 
that he has experienced the renovating power of divine grace. 
Grace communicates light, but light does not always communicate 
grace. ‘There may be an abundance of light in a man’s mind, 
and not a particle of grace in his heart. A man cannot be sane- 
tified without being enlightened, but he may be enlightened with- 
out being sanctified. ‘There are many who hold the truth in 
unrighteousness. Some men have learned to understand, and 
even to teach and preach the doctrines and principles of our holy 
religion, without giving any evidence that they have ever expe- 
rienced their saving influence on their hearts. They study the 
Bible, as they would any uninspired book, for their literary grati- 
fication, and scientific improvement; they seek after wisdom— 
but it is the wisdom of the world—not that which cometh from 
above ; they thirst for knowledge, but hunger not after righteous- 
ness—they want light, and love darkness rather than light. 


But he that believeth on the Son of God has not only been 
enlightened by the word of God, he has also been sanctified by 
the power of divine grace. He has experienced that great moral 
change which is represented in the Scriptures as a new creation 
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—his whole soul is renovated—his flesh has been crucified—his 
body of sin destroyed: he has been buried with Christ—expe- 
rienced the power of his resurrection, and now lives in the Spirit. 
His wicked heart has been changed, and his carnal mind renewed 
—~he has been born again—he is a new creature—he has been 
turned from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to 
God. And this is a great work. The sinner once was dead in 
trespasses and sins, but he has been raised from the dead, and 
made to sit in heavenly places with Christ Jesus: his heart was 
desperately wicked, and his mind at enmity with God ; but now 
the love of God hath been shed abroad in his heart. And this 
no human power could do. Reason could not do it; for in every 
attempt that has been made, it has been found inadequate to the 
task. All the light and knowledge which the world has ever 
possessed could not do it; for whenever and wherever they have 
been applied, they have failed. No, nothing short of the power 
of Almighty God will change the sinner’s heart. 


And ‘this the believer has experienced. He has received the 
gift of the Holy Ghost, and under his quickening influence he 
was made spiritually alive. ‘The Holy Spirit has entered into 
his heart, and filled it with the love of God, and all those Chris- 
tian graces which adorn his character and afford him so much 
comfort and enjoyment. Under the power and influence of divine 
grace, he was made free from sin, released from the captivity of 
Satan, restored to the favor of God, and fitted for the happiness 
of heaven. Sustained by this power and influence, he daily in- 
creases in the knowledge of God and the Lord Jesus Christ: he 
holds on his way, and advances in his course, until he has arrived’ 
at the mark, and can say with the distinguished apostle of old, 
“Ihave fought the good fight—I have finished my course—I 
have kept the faith: henceforth there is laid up for me a crown 
of righteousness, which the Lord the righteous Judge will give 
me at that day.” 
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The last distinguishing characteristic of the true believer, 
which we shall mention, is, that he feareth God, and worketh right- 
eousness. There are many people who say that they love the 
Lord Jesus Christ. We have their word for it, and that is all: 
they have professed religion, and made a declaration of their faith, 
and¢his is all they have ever done. And what is yet worse, it is 
all that they think necessary to be done, in order to be saved. 
Such people are deceived by a false profession. They profess 
that they know God, but in works they deny him—they say that 
they believe in the Son of God, and abide in him, but they walk 
not even as he walked—they are engaged in wicked pursuits, 
they have no fear of God before their eyes, neither do they love 
righteousness—they have placed all their affections upon the 
world, they live in the flesh, and notwithstanding all their profes- 
sions of love and friendship, they are the enemies of God, and 
daily transgress his holy will and commandments. This did not 
Christ—and no true believer in him will do it. He is one who 
feareth God and worketh righteousness. True Christian faith is 
an operative principle. It cannot be hid. No man lighteth a 
candle, and putteth it under a bushel; but on a candlestick, 
so that it giveth light to all that are in the house. So it is with 
the true believer ; his light shineth before men, so that they may 
see his good works. Here is the great test of all true religion. 
A man may seem religious, but if he is a worldly-minded man, if 
he is covetous, if he has no feeling for the poor, despiseth his 
brother, and bridleth not his tongue, his religion is vain: he may 
say that he has faith, but if he has never proved his faith by his 
works, will his faith save him? He may boast of his knowledge, 
and talk much of his experience ; if he is not distinguished by an 
honest and upright walk, he has no religion. The man who will 
deny himself, take up his cross and follow Christ wherever he 
leads him, who is willing to serve God faithfully, and do his work 
diligently, in whatever station he may be commanded to labor— 
he it is whom the Lord will own for his good and faithful ser- 
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vant. The man who adorns his profession with a holy walk and 
conversation, and leads a life of exemplary piety, who labors 
perseveringly and prays unceasingly for the salvation of souls 
and the glory of God, he alone deserves to be called a Christian. 
The man who lays aside every weight and the sins that so easily 
beset him, and runs with patience the race that is set before him, 
looking unto Jesus, following his example, walking as he walked, 
and persevering to the end—he it is whom Christ will acknow- 


ledge in the presence of God, before angels and men, as his true 
disciple. 


How honorable then is the condition of the believer— 
how distinguished in character and qualifications. He is enlight- 
ened by the word of God; he has experienced the renovating 
power of divine grace; he feareth God, and worketh righteousness. 


Now this man has a witness in himself. ‘ He that. believeth 
on the Son of God hath the witness in himself.” What witness 


is this? It is the Holy Spirit—He testifies in the hearts of be- 
lievers: and what does this witness prove? ‘To what does the 
Holy Spirit in the heart of the believer testify? He testifies, in 
the first place, to the salvation of the believer. People often 
have an idea that they will be saved, when they must be con- 
demned. There are many living under the light of the gospel 
who walk in darkness: they have never repented of their sins, 
neither do they believe on the only-begotten Son of God. Such 
people, whatever they may think of themselves, are condemned 
already ; for this is the condemnation, that light is eome into the 
world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their 
deeds were evil. Now, when we come to converse with such 
people on their religious state, they are generally ready to admit 
that they are sinners, that they have lived careless lives, and 
know very little about religion. But when we represent to them 
the consequences of their wickedness; when we tell them, that 
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in this impenitent state they must be lost—they hope to be saved: 
but it is a false hope. It is a hope suggested by the deceit- 
fulness of their own hearts. It is a hope created by the arti- 
fice of the devil, to keep them in his snare. It has no foun- 
dation in the gospel; and if their eyes are ever opened by the 
Holy Spirit, they will find it to be so: they will then see that 
they have been deceiving themselves, under the cover of a false 
religion; that they have sought their refuge under vanity and 
lies, instead of being shielded by the truth. 


No man can hope to be saved, as long as he continues to live 
in an impenitent state. There are certain duties to be performed, 
before we can enter into the kingdom of God and assume to 
ourselves the promises of the gospel. God has promised salva- 
tion upon certain terms and conditions. “He that believeth on 
the Son of God hath everlasting life.” “Except ye repent, ye 
shall all likewise perish.” These are the terms upon which God 
hath promised to save the sinner; and the sinner must comply 
with these terms before he can hope to be saved. This the be- 
liever has done : he knows that he has repented of his sins, and 
believed in the Lord Jesus Christ; and therefore he knows that 
he shall be saved. Job had this testimony. . He was a true 
believer ; and he did not say, “I hope to be saved,” after the 
manner of many careless and ignorant people, who have never 
examined into their hopes. No: he was convinced from expe- 
rience, and could say, “ I know that my Redeemer liveth—I know 
that when worms have destroyed my body, in my flesh shall I 
see God.” St. John says, “ We know that we have passed from 
death to life, and that when he shall appear, we shall be like 
him, and see him as he is.” And St. Paul says, “I know whom 
I have believed, and am persuaded that he is able to keep what I 
have committed to him, until that day.” 


And this is the experience of every true believer. He knows 
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by the testimony of the Holy Spirit, that he is a child of God, 
and an heir of eternal life. He knows that he loves the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and keeps his commandments. He knows that he 
has performed the ccnditions upon which God has promised to 
save his soul, and that God will perform his promise. If a sinner 
has ever been truly converted to God, he must know it. I do not 
say that he must know precisely the time when, and the spot 
where he first experienced religion. That is not necessary ; it is 
not required in the word of God, that we should be able to give 
to each other a minute description of all the circumstances of our 
religious experience. It is often impossible for the best Chris- 
tians to tell when or where they received the first religious im- 
pressions, in what manner they were produced, or how the work 
was accomplished in their hearts. But they know that they love 
God ; and this is all that is necessary for them to know, in order 
to convince them that they have experienced religion. This is 
all that God. has ever required in his word ; for love is the ful- 
filling of the law. This love testifies in the heart of the believer. 
This is his witness. ‘This proves the reality of his religion; this 
convinces him that he is a child of God, and consequently an 
heir of salvation ; for “every one that loveth is born of God.” 


The Holy Spirit, in the heart of the believer, testifies, in the 
second place, to the truth of what God has declared in his word. 

Some people seem to be gifted with a strange, wonder-working 
spirit, of which we have no account in the word of God. Under 
the influence of this spirit, they appear to be favored with new 
revelations. ‘They make many wonderful discoveries in dreams. 
They are often rapt in heavenly visions, and have views of the 
celestial regions, where they see and hear many marvellous 
things which have never been seen or heard before. From these 
wonderful discoveries they derive many comfortable feelings— 
their hearts are filled with emotions of love and joy, which they 
cannot express; and while they are feasting on these holy 
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transports, they lose their taste for the word of God; and if we 
urge it upon them, we are accused of quenching the Spirit, and 
throwing stumbling-blocks in their way. Now there can be no 
doubt that these people are moved by the spirit ; but it is not the 
Spirit of God. It is the spirit of delusion ; and this spirit leads 
them into all this folly and extravagance. The Spirit of God 
leadeth no man into error. He is a faithful witness in the heart 
of the believer, which testifies to the truth of what God has de- 
clared in his word. God has declared in his word that we are 
all sinners ; that we are by nature the children of wrath, dead in 
trespasses and sins, under the curse of the law; and that if God 
had left us in this state, we must all have perished together. Of 
this truth the believer has the witness in himself. He knows from 
his own experience that he is a poor and miserable sinner, who 
has been convicted by the law, who is condemned by his own 
heart, and deserves the punishment of God’s everlasting wrath 
and indignation. God hath declared in his word, that Jesus 
Christ hath come into the world to save sinners—that he has 
rendered an atonement for their sins, satisfied the requirements 
of the law, released them from its condemnation; and freely 
offers salvation to all who are willing to embrace it, upon the 
terms and conditions of his gospel covenant. This is con- 
firmed by the testimony of the Holy Spirit in the believer’s heart. 
He knows, from his own experience, that Jesus Christ is the 
Savior of sinners; for he was washed by his blood, justified in 
his name, and sanctified by his Spirit. God has declared in his 
word, that in the flesh we cannot please him ; that in our natural 
and unregenerate state, we are not subject to his law; and that, 
except a man be born again, he cannot enter into the kingdom of 
God. Of this the believer is convinced by the testimony of the 
Witness in his heart. He knows, from his experience, that in his 
flesh dwelleth no good thing. He is sensible, that while he lived 
in the flesh, he was sold under sin; that his carnal heart was at 
enmity with God, not subject to his law ; and that the law of the 
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Spirit of life, in Christ Jesus, hath made him free from the law 
of sin and death. 


God hath declared in his word, that we must be saved 
by grace, and not by works. This doctrine is also fully estab- 
lished by the testimony of the Holy Spirit in the heart of the 
believer. He is convinced by his own experience, that he pos- 
sesses no righteousness of his own; that he cannot be justi- 
fied by the deeds of the law, and that he is left wholly dependent 
upon the grace of God for salvation. And in this way [ might 
go on, and show how every doctrine which God has revealed: in 
his word, is established and confirmed by the ee of the 
Holy Spirit in the heart of the believer. 


This is every true believer’s experience: he knows that the 
Bible is true, not merely because it is the inspired word of God, 
but because he has felt the power and influence of those truths 
which God has revealed in it. A man who is thus settled and 
grounded in the truth is not easily moved away. The doctrines 
which he has embraced rest upon no slight foundation. They 
were revealed to him from heaven, they are confirmed by the 
testimony of the Holy Spirit, and established by his experience. 
He knows that they are from God, and will faithfully cherish, 
and firmly adhere to them. You may say that he is deceived, 
and try to convince him that he is wrong ; but you cannot make 
him believe it. You may call him an enthusiast; you may say 
that he is prejudiced, and will not listen to reason; that he 
blindly adheres to his own opinion, and cannot be influenced by 
any considerations to abandon it; but he knows that he adheres 
to the truth and will not forsake it. You may reason with him 
on the subject of religion: you may endeavor to persuade him 
that he has a wrong view of it, that it does not require those 
severe mortifications of the flesh which he supposes ; that it is 
not necessary for us to forsake the world, deny ourselves, and 
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take up the cross, in order to follow Christ; that we can serve 
God without rendering such heavy sacrifices; and that if we 
are only honest and upright in our conduct towards men, and 
possess a character which the world calls good, we shall be 
justified in the sight of God, and accepted of him. You may 
endeavor to convince the true believer that this is all the religion 
that is necessary; he knows that -your reasoning is false, that 
there is not one word of truth in what you say. He understands 
his religion: he knows in what it consists, and you need not 
teach him its nature and requirements. He has taken it from 
the Bible, he has received it from the Holy Spirit, and he under- 
stands it too well to be deceived in this way. You may reason 
with him out of the Scriptures, you may prove to him that God 
is merciful and good, that he has created all men for happiness, 
and is not willing that any sinner should die; that he is able to 
accomplish his will, and that, consequently, all men must be 
saved: but he is too well acquainted with his Bible to be im- 
posed upon by this vain and superficial reasoning, which is cal- 
culated to influence weak heads and wicked hearts. You may 
endeavor to persuade him that he has a wrong idea of himself, 
that he is not that poor and miserable sinner that he represents 
himself to be, that he is a good man who deserves to be rewarded 
for his virtues, that he possesses an enlightened mind, and that 
his own judgment will direct him in the right way ; that he need 
not fear to enter into temptation, that he knows enough to take 
care of himself, and that it is not necessary for him constantly to 
watch and pray. In this way you may endeavor to raise his 
vanity and excite his pride, but you cannot succeed in the attempt, 
you cannot persuade him that he is no sinner; he knows that he 
is a sinner, he feels it; and what he wants, in this world of dan- 
gers, and difficulties, and trials, and temptations, is God’s help : 
not proof that he can take care of himself. Suppose you un- 
dertake to prove to such a man, that he was never under the 
influence of an evil nature, that he might have served God in 
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the flesh, and that it was not necessary for him to be born of the 
Spirit,—what would he say? “I know that in my flesh dwelleth 
no good thing; I know that I was once carnal, and sold under 
sin : except a man be born again, he cannot enter into the kingdom 
of God ; for what is born of the flesh is flesh: I know this to be a 
fact from my own experience, and you cannot make me believe 
otherwise.” This is the answer he would make, and here would be 
an end to the controversy, because you cannot reason a man out of 
his own experience. When he appeals to the evidence of hisown 
consciousness, when he tells you of things which he has seen, and 
heard, and felt, you must admit their reality. If you try to con- 
vince such a man that there is no eternal punishment, that it 
would be unjust to punish sinners throughout eternity, for sins 
which they committed in time; he will prove to you from the 
Bible that this is perfectly just and right; he will show you 
that sin is an infinite evil, and that it consequently deserves an 
infinite punishment, and that God is just in casting from his 
presence, for ever, those workers of iniquity who will never cease 
to do evil. ‘If you undertake to prove to the true believer, that 
wicked absurdity, that Jesus Christ was a created Savior, he will 
tell you that he can find no such thing in his Bible ; but that, on 
the contrary, the Bible teaches him that the Word was God, and 
was so from the beginning; that by him all things were made ; 
and that when God commanded all the angels of heaven to wor- 
ship his First-Begotten, he did not mean that they should commit 
the sin of idolatry, and worship a created object. He will refer 
you to his experience, and the experience of all truly con- 
verted men. They never were saved by a created Savior,— 
they were never rescued from the powers of death and hell by 
an arm of flesh. Their load of condemnation, guilt, and misery, 
was never removed from them by a created power. No, it was 
the eternal Jehovah, the Lord their righteousness, God manifest 
in the flesh, who performed all this ; and He it is who hath sent 
down his Spirit from on high, to strengthen and support them by 
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his almighty power. And by the gracious influence of this 
almighty power, the true believer is constantly sustained. This 
helpeth his infirmities ; this is his strong fortress, in which he 
repels all the attacks of the enemies of his salvation; this is 
his shield and buckler, with which he encounters the fiery darts of 
the wicked one ; this is his comforter in all his troubles and afflic- 
tions. “ His cross is heavy, but he has not far to carry it.” He 
rejoices in the hope of the glory of God; and this hope, like an 
anchor of the soul, is sure and steadfast. He knows in whom 
he has believed: his trust is in the Lord, and he will never leave 
nor forsake him. The Holy Spirit is with him, and God gives him 
many glorious manifestations of his gracious presence. The 
purposes of his pilgrimage shall soon be accomplished, when all 
his earthly trials and sufferings shall end. His heart is already 
cheered with the prospect of a speedy deliverance. He already 
anticipates the glory that shall be revealed in him, and enjoys a 
foretaste of heavenly bliss. Still, it doth not yet appear what he 
shall be ; but he knows that when Jesus Christ shall appear, he 
shall be like him, and see him as he is, in all the fulness of his 
joy and the brightness of his glory. 


This is experimental religion. And this is the only religion 
that can save us. Here let us not be deceived. We may have 
great pretensions to piety, and talk much on the subject of religion, 
when we know but little about it. We may attend to the out- 
ward forms and duties of the Christian profession, and think that 
this is all the religion that is required: but God thinks otherwise; 
he never will be satisfied with forms and ceremonies, professions 
and promises, which have no intrinsic value, and are but too 
often used as the false coverings of corrupt principles and wicked 
intentions. He requires something more substantial,—« My son, 
give me thy heart.” It is the heart, and the whole heart that God 
requires; and he will aécept nothing less. “Thou shalt love the 
Lord thy God with all thy heart.” This is the sacrifice which we 
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are commanded to render, and this is the only offering which God 
will accept, because he knows that nothing else can test our sin- 
cerity. 


The time will come when this test must be applied to us 
all. We may now view religion as a subject of no great im- 
portance ; and while we are thus making light of it, satisfy our- 
selves with, vain hopes and groundless expectations: but we 
shall soon view it in a far different light. When we come to 
die, many of us shall think and feel on this subject very dif- 
ferently from what we now do. In that trying hour it will not 
be sufficient for us to say, “I am willing to die, and I hope that 
God may have mercy on my soul.”—-We shall then want some- 
thing which will enable us to say, “I know that my Redeemer 
liveth ; I am not afraid to die; O grave, where is thy victory ! 
O death, where is thy sting !—thanks be to God, who hath given 
me the victory.” And there is only one thing that can enable us 
to say so—experimental religion: this is the religion that we 
shall want, when we come to die.’ If, therefore, we would not 
be left comfortless in that trying hour, let us now give our hearts 
to God. If we would die like Christians, let us live like Chris- 
tians. Let us live truly devoted to God, and we shall know that 
we are hischildren. In life, he will cherish and preserve us; in 
death, he will not forsake us; and when we pass through the 
dark valley, we shall fear no evil, for his rod and staff shall 
comfort us. Thus “ the righteous hath hope in his death.” 


“the dread path once trod, 
Heaven lifts its everlasting portals high, 
And bids the pure in heart behold their God.” 
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“ Tne good man’s hope is laid far, far beyond 
The sway of tempests, or the furious sweep 
Of mortal desolation.—He beholds, 
Unapprehensive, the gigantic stride 
Of rampant Ruin, or the unstable waves 
Of dark Vicissitude.—Even in death, 

In that dread hour, when with a giant pang, 
Tearing the tender fibres of the heart, 

The immortal spirit struggles to be free, 
Then, even then, that hope forsakes him not, 
For it exists beyond the narrow verge 

Of the cold sepulchre.—The petty joys 

Of fleeting life indignantly it spurn’d, 

And rested on the bosom of its God. 

This is man’s only reasonable hope ; 

And ’tis a hope which, cherish’d in the breast, 
Shall not be disappointed.—Even he, 

The Holy One—Almighty—who elanced 
The rolling world along its airy way, 

Even He will deign to smile upon the good, 
And welcome him to those celestial seats, 
Where joy and gladness hold their changeless reign.” 
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